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 My dear friends: 
  
Advent and Christmas 
As this edition of Generations reaches you we will be well into preparations for Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. I want to encourage you to remember that there is a season in between, the season of 
Advent in which we are called to "prepare a way for the Lord". 
  

How do we do this? 
  

First, and most importantly we begin by making room for Christ in our hearts. Worship is not just an external act it is also a 
disposition, a turning of the heart and mind to God is what should lead and direct us as we come to Holy Mass and serve 
Christ our Lord in our lives each day. If our hearts are not centered on Christ then all our external acts of worship will be in 
vain for we have not received the conversion that we are called too. Every Sunday the priests are now available to hear 
confessions so that each and every one of us has the opportunity to receive the deep cleansing of our souls tat will help 
us enter into more fully into worship. I encourage you to take advantage of this during the Advent season so that your 
walk with Christ deepens as you prepare for Christmas and eternity. 
  

Second, we must prepare room for Christ in our lives. Our economic recession is a timely reminder that we should not be 
so focused on the things of this world - on gifts and food and money - that we lose sight of what really matters, of what is 
really important. Look around you and ask yourselves "do we really need that or do we just want it?". Not all wants are 
wrong of course but we must take care to not become so obsessed with the material aspect of Christmas that we lose 
sight of the salvation that is brought to us in Christ our Lord.  
  

Third we must prepare room for Christ in our world. Generosity to others, even to the point of going without ourselves is a 
hallmark of our Faith. Remember the needs of others and be as generous as you are able. The giving tree is a wonderful 
way of helping the needy in our community to experience something of things we take for granted every day. Remember 
Our Lord has warned us that we serve him in the needy and the poor and that what we do for the least of our brothers or 
sisters we do also for him. 
  

Enjoy this Advent season and check out our Carol Service with the choirs on December 14th. This is a wonderful way to 
enter into the spirit of the season. Remember too that we are always looking for helpers to put up the decorations for 
Christmas. This year that will take place on Monday December 22nd. This year we are taking a new approach to the 
decorating with some new ideas brought forth by the Art and Environment Committee.  If you think you can help check 
your new parish directory and look up the details for the Arts and Environment Committee - I am sure they would be 
grateful of more willing hands. 
  

Bringing out old treasures in the Liturgy 
  

When we celebrate Holy Mass the Church calls us to full active participation. This doesn't just mean joining in the 
responses and singing (though we should do both of those!) but, as I said above, it also means being internally present 
and active - bringing all of ourselves to our act of worship. The external signs call us to this deep interior attitude of prayer 
and worship. So we stand at certain points, we kneel at others to show our reverence for the awesome mystery that is 
unfolding before our eyes, the Sacrifice of Christ on the Cross for us. We use incense and bells to mark important 
moments in the Sacrifice so that every sense is employed to bring us into God's presence in worship. You will have 
noticed some small changes in the last few weeks at Holy Mass. The servers are now kneeling again for the 
Consecration, the bell is rung once when the priest calls down the Holy Spirit to transform the bread and the wine (the 
Epiclesis) and incense is used during the elevation of the Sacred Species as a sign of our reverence for Christ who is now 
truly present, Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity in the elements of bread and wine. All these things are done to draw us into 
the great Mystery of our Faith and to show reverence to Christ our Savior who comes to us in the Eucharist. They are old 
treasures that many of our older parishioners remember and they again mark a sense of continuity between the old rites 
and the new. 
  

With every blessing,  
Fr Bob 
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Women of St. Francis have several events planned for December – Mark your calendar NOW!  
�

�������	
���
�������
�������� Sights & Sounds Christmas Tour 
An ecumenical tour of 8 churches – a program presen ted at each church – tour ends at St. Francis – a r eception 
hosted by the Women of St. Francis will be held in Johnson Hall following tour of our church. 
 

Christmas Caroling – Tuesday, December 9, 2008 
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We can help with the Christmas feast. 
We have wonderful desserts from the bakery that are always a hit with my family.   

As always you may call in your order or order on-line at: www.marketday.com.  Our 
December sale will be Dec. 13th in the school cafeteria from 8:00 - 9:00 am.    So pick up an 
order form at the school or parish offices or by the church doors and help out our school.  

Call Natascha Bowman @ 349-8523, to place an order.  Thank you for your continued support. 

 



Knights of Columbus  
Father Bill Johnson 

Council 11665 

Upcoming Activities – 
Nov. 30 – St. Nick Breakfast, 9 till noon, need volunteers to serve and cleanup afterward.   
Dec. 5 – Business Meeting, 7:30 pm, Lamy Center, Multi-Purpose Room    
Dec. 6 - Pray the Rosary at Mary statue at 9:00 am  
Dec. 10 – Program Directors Meeting, 7:30 pm, Lamy Center, Multi-Purpose Room    
Dec. 13 – Council Christmas Party, Bake & Brew, Log Pond Plaza (turn in reservations at December meeting) 
Dec. 16 – 4th Degree Meeting, Sts. Peter and Paul Retreat Center, Mass at 6:30 pm 
Dec. 17 – 1st Degree, Knight before Christmas, Candidate Call 6:30 pm, Multi-Purpose Room 
Dec. 22 or 23  – Assist parish Environmental Arts Committee in decorating the church for Christmas 
Dec. 24 & 25 – Christmas Eve & Day Mass schedule.  Assist with moving chairs from cafeteria to church and back. 

The Knights of Columbus  wishes to thank everyone who attended the Spaghetti Dinner. 

KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS! 
Come join us for Breakfast/Brunch with St. Nicholas in Johnson Hall on Sunday, November 30 
between 8 am and noon .  Adults, Senior Citizens and Children are all welcome and invited.  This 
is not just for families. 

The Knights of Columbus will sponsor a smorgasbord breakfast/brunch with eggs, pancakes and all 
the trimmings.   

Prices:  $5.00 for Adults 
            $3.00 for Children  
            $3.00 for Senior Citizens 
                   $15.00 per Family .   

After breakfast have your child’s picture taken with St. Nicholas.  Pictures will be $5.00 each with 
one child or the whole family in the picture. 

REMINDER – This is the only Sunday that pictures with St. Nicholas will be taken. 
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    January 18 – St. Francis Feast Day Week Breakfa st   

        January 24 – Annual Free Throw Contest  (Get Signed Up to Participate) 
 

                            
 

Our Lady of Guadalupe – Spanish Mass 
 
On Wednesday, December 10, St. Francis will celebrate the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe.  
She is the Patroness of Mexico, all of the Americas and of the unborn.  Our Hispanic Ministry 
group, Los Guadalupanos, is planning an evening celebration in her honor. 
 
Beginning at 5 p.m. people will have the opportunity to receive the sacrament of 
Reconciliation in Spanish.  Since it is the custom to bring roses or other flowers to honor Our 
Lady, at 6:15 there will be a procession with Mary and those who bring her flowers.  This will 
be followed by Mass in Spanish, celebrated by Father Ervens Megelle from the Josephinum. 
 
After Mass we will move to Johnson Hall for a typical Mexican holiday meal.  There will be 
games for the children, prizes and music.  It is most fitting to honor Mary at this time.  
December 8 we honor Mary in the Immaculate Conception as our Patroness here in the 

United States.  As we recognize and honor her as Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of all the Americas, we 
recognize that our Mother Mary unites us all as brothers and sisters in Christ. 
�
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St. Francis de Sales 
scoop  
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News from the Principal 
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Drama Club 
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UNICEF 
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Kindergarten – Nocturnal Animals @ the Columbus Zoo 
2nd Grade – Puppetry @ the Anasi Center 

3rd Grade – Animal Adaptations @ the Columbus Zoo 
4th & 5th Grades – Constitution Day 

5th Grade – The Election Process @ the Ohio Historical Society 
6th & 7th Grades – The Election Process @ the Ohio Historical Society 

6th, 7th, & 8th Grade Art  – Tessellation Exploration @ the Cleveland Museum of Art 
 
 

 

 
 

Want to know what your child is saying on 
I M, text, or in a chat room? 

 
Go to a Chat Translator like: 

 
www.Lingo2word.com 

or 
http://www.teenchatdecoder.com 

 
and it will tell you! 

 

Community Service Organizations 
 

Each year, every grade chooses a charitable 
organization to work with for the duration of the 

school year. 
This is the list of organizations for each grade this 

year: 
Kindergarten – St. Vincent de Paul 
1st Grade – Military Pen Pals 
2nd Grade – 2nd Grade PSR Class 
3rd Grade – Licking County Humane Society 
4th Grade – Local Nursing Home 
5th Grade – Military Pen Pals 
6th Grade – Children’s Hospital 
7th Grade – St. Vincent de Paul 
8th Grade – World Vision 

Students in the junior high, (grades 6-8), have just completed a health unit on Internet Safety.  What was unique about this unit 
is that it was taught from the perspective of the students, who were educated by other peers, through the use of personal, “real-
life” experiences, using familiar language, known as “teen speak”. In some instances, the material and corresponding message 

was powerful; in other cases it was heartbreaking.  However, everything was thought provoking and students walked away 
learning valuable lessons about keeping themselves safe online. 

The unit was developed by Diane Warstler, Science and Health teacher, using invaluable resources from The Center for 
Missing and Exploited Children. The same links that the students used, were also sent to the children’s’ parents, so that they 

could follow along from home. 



 

Business Bits 
By Christy McNabb 

 
I want to take this time to thank everyone who has taken the time to complete 
their Generations Campaign Offertory and Stewardshi p pledge cards.  The process 
of getting you the Ministry Booklets and pledge car ds didn’t go quite as planned 
and has caused some confusion.  The Generations Com mittee, Fr. Bob and I 
appreciate your understanding and patience.  Unfort unately, once we sent 
everything to the publisher it was out of our hands .   
The delay of the booklets was two fold; first being , they sat at the post office 
in Missouri for 3 days after the publisher delivere d them; secondly, they were 
sent bulk mail and thus not a priority for the post  office – especially during 
all the election material rush.  The publisher made  yet another error in not 
ensuring the pledge cards were stuffed and mailed w ith the Guidebooks.  They have 
assured me that these are being put in the mail.   
At the time of this writing, I have heard that a fe w of you have received them 
and hopefully by the time this reaches your home al l of you have received your 
Ministry Guidebook and pledge cards. 
 
Here’s a list of Questions and Answers that we have  fielded here in the office 
regarding this year’s Generations Campaign: 
 
Q: When will I be contacted by the ministry chairpe rsons for new ministries I 

signed up for? 
A: In mid-December a complete listing of members wi ll be sent to EACH ministry 

chairperson for their respective ministry.  At that  point, ministry 
chairpersons should contact everyone on their list – both new and old.  With 
that being said, some ministries are seasonal or on ly happen once per year 
(clothing drive, Adopt–a-family, Festival, etc.).  You should expect a call or 
letter from these ministries a month or two before the event.  As always, 
should you not receive a phone call or letter, plea se contact the Parish 
Office. 

 
Q. Did I have to re-commit to ministries I have bel onged to this past year? 
A. Yes, the goal of the campaign is to re-commit ou rselves to the ministries we 

have been a part of.   For example, if you have bee n part of the Ministry of 
Comfort for the past three years, you would still n eed to list them on your 
stewardship pledge card.  

 
Q. When will my offertory contribution change take effect? 
A. January 1, 2009 for envelope users and January 5  and/or 20, 2009 for EFT users. 
 
Q. How can I get in touch with a particular ministr y chairperson? 
A. Once you have received the Ministry Guidebook, i t has a list of most of the 

ministry chairpersons.  Feel free to give them a ca ll with any questions 
regarding their ministry. 

      
Hopefully this will help those with inquiring minds ! 
Have a blessed Thanksgiving and Advent Season! 

Christy McNabb 

 
Catholics Returning Home  sessions will be offered as a six-week series starting Wednesday, January 7, with 
the topic - Welcome. "Why Am I Here?"   Sessions will be at 7:00 PM in Lamy Conference room B.  The 
sessions are structured, supportive and non-threatening.  Participants will be free to attend as many or as few 
sessions as they wish.  See next month’s Generations Magazine for additional topics and dates. 



 
Cub Scout Corner 

 
St. Francis Pack 8 has many things to be Thankful for this Thanksgiving Season.  As we 

prepare for Advent our pack reflects on the blessings we have received already this year.  
 
Many of us attended a wonderful fall campout in September where we 
admired some of God’s creatures in the company of our friends and 
family.  The staff of The Wilds was generous and extremely helpful in 
making this event a success for all that attended. 
 
Our pack has also constructed the new automated pinewood derby 
track and storage boxes.  This track was purchased with a grant from 
the Energy Cooperative’s Operation Round-Up program.  We are 
thankful for the generosity of all of the Energy Cooperative’s 
contributors and to all the parents and scouts who assisted the 
construction in October. 
 
The scouts have also completed a very successful popcorn fund 
raising campaign for the pack’s activities.  Thank you to all of the 
families, neighbors and especially St. Francis parishioners who 
assisted in making this fundraiser a great success. 
 
We also thank the volunteers who assisted us in our service project 
this fall.  We were able to collect items for care packages to be sent to 
Fr. Subler and distributed to US Troops in Iraq.  We are very blessed 

by the support of our parish in these efforts in Christ’s name. 
 
Finally, we are very thankful for all of our scouts, leaders, parents, and volunteers who without we would not be 
able to be a successful Cub Scout pack.  

 
May god bless you in the upcoming holiday season! 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
OSU Hockey Game - December, 12- 7 pm 

Christmas Caroling with Boy Scout Troop 8 at Chapel Grove December 15-6pm  
Bushwack Campout – December 19-21 

Polar Bear Campout- Friday, January 16  
Scout Mass with Bishop January 25  

Super Bowl Pancake Breakfast – February 1 
 

 
 
 

Welcome New Parishioners! 
 

The following have recently joined the St. Francis de Sales family. 
Please welcome them! 

 

Matthew Brissette      Jeremy and Wenter Martin & Family 
Jason Plants       Janine Miller & Family 

 
We are so blessed to have you in our community! 

UPCOMING CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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December 
1st & 28th – Adult Bible Study, 7 to 9 pm 
4th, 11th & 18th – Women’s Bible Study 
                   9 to 11:30 am 
4th, 11th & 18th – Book Club, 6:30 to 7:30 pm 
8th – Feast of Immaculate Conception Masses 
8th - Consecration to the Blessed Mother 
10th – Our Lady of Guadalupe, Spanish Mass 
11th – Generations Mailing, 10 am to 1 pm 
14th – Adult Catechism Class, 1:30 to 2:30 pm 
15th – Communal Penance Service 
22nd thru Jan. 2 - School Christmas Vacation 
24th & 25th – Christmas Mass Schedule 
25th & 26th – Parish Offices Closed 
28th – Evening Prayer & Benediction for 

                  
January 2009 
Dec. 31st & 1st – Holy Day Mass Schedule 
8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th – Women’s Bible Study 
                   9 to 11:30 am 
8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th – Book Club, 6:30-7:30 pm 
11th & 25th – Adult Catechism Class 
                  1:30 to 2:30 pm 
12th & 26th – Adult Bible Study, 7 to 9 pm 
15th – Generations Mailing, 10 am to 1 pm 
19th – No School – M. L. King Holiday 
25th – Evening Prayer & Benediction for 
                 Vocations, 4 to 5 pm 
25th thru 31st - Catholic Schools Week 
30th – News Deadline for Generations 
31st – Confirmation Retreat

                 Vocations, 4 to 5 pm 
29th – News Deadline for Generations     
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